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Dear ivir. Voyce:
I an eneJ-osing ph.oto-copies of pages 200, zOL, 2A2,

2A3, 2A4, 2O5, 206, 207, "!d 208 fron the volu-rse seventh.Day
faiiists'in igest Virginia (Uy Corliss F. i.ancolph)_._ These pe:'tain
to the South Fork Cnurch about which you inquire. You will note by
these that the South Fork Caurch used both terns - Seventh Day.B.p-
tist (p. 199),and Seventh Da;r tsspfisl C.urch of Christ (p. 2O5).

sion and r u" :3: ffil*':3t':"H:fi ::i:i:.,"i*"i; :::"'fiJg"l?;;:"-
of the late Corliss F. t',andolph I find rarirat he notes is a copy of
the chureh records. I find" this referenee to the celebration of
Communion:

"l{arch 2oth, L853. Church net in conference ahd after
reading a portion of God.'s word anO prayer by_Brotner
A.P. Zinn proeeeded:-- The firsi that ca:ne und'er con-
sideration was, is it required of God's people to par-
fake of the Lord"'s Suppei nore than once in twelve months.
From exrmlnati-on of the scripture we have decided accord.-
ing to the best of our unoerstanCing tnat on the fourteenth
day of the first Jewish month j-s the day in i,,rhj-ch the death
ana su$fering of Christ should be connemorated. Therefore
we declj-ne eonrouning aecorclng to our previous appointments,
and. corunune once i-n twel-ve months."

I have I'no inkling at all as to what happened during
the 1359's when no records were kept."

I em not aware of any other cirurch or chfrrehes of our
faith with similar tend,encies.

Tire referenee you make to the Milly?rc Church 1n iondon
had nothlng to do with Conmunion. The church was "conditionally

""""pt"a" 
Eecause as a church it did not J8ree with artieles I, II,

and f. of the doctrinal sentlments ad.opted. by oyr General Conference
in L815. I send, a photo-copy of these three articles.

Property of W
 & P Voyce, C

/O A.Peshevski



Page 2

r wish you had gir,'en me the title and. author of a"certain
church hlstory booklet that says that right after the Adventists
accepted the Sabcath d.octrine they merged. with Sabbathkeepers ofyour type. "

f do not believe this is a true statement. Individual seeond
advent followers (uit_terites) may have joined. some of our seventh
Day Baptist ehurehes. It could be possible but I have never seen
such a statenent.

The followers of r^/ilIian Mi1ler were many. After the disappoint-
nent of 1844 r have read. that there was great confusion rmons thbn.

The ninutes of the 1B4l session of our General Conference
record the following resolutj-on that was passed at that session:

"Resolved, Tirat in vielr of the
of the lloly Spirit to lncli_ne
i-s our solenn duty to eonnect
Ii-ghten them in reference to
God for his blessing;

Therefore--
Eesolved, That it be recommended
d.enomination to observe ihe first
(fourth day of the v,'eek) as a day
humbly i.nploring AJ.,nighty Goo to
,noft Sabbath. r'

In 1844, again at the session of our General Conference, this
action was taken:

"Resolved.. That inasmuch as the first day of November, LB4J
was observed, 1n aecordance with the recoruaendation of the
Conference . sj-nce which ti_ne a deeper and" wider-
spread interest upon the subject has sprrirng up than has ever
before been known in our countryl

Therefore--
R.esolved, That the fourth day of the first week in January
neFIE+i) be observeC as a day of fasting, devout acknowl-
ed.gement for blessi-ngs bestcwed, and earnest prayer that God
woul-d continue to plead for his holy Sabbath, and also pre-
pare us by his lIoly Spirit for the labor thus devolved u,pon
us. . .tt

We do know that in the sprlng of 1844, Mrs. Raehel Preston,
a Seventh Day Baptist and menber of one of our churches in New York
State, went to Washington, N.8., to vj.sit her daughter - Mrs. Cyrus
Farnsworth. The Farnsworth were aetive in the Adventist Church
(Second Advent) ttrere. Mrs. Preston, j-n turn, was an ardent believer
in the claims of the Bibl-e Sabbath. lShe brought with her a sup$Iy of
Seventh Day Baptist literature. This she distributed. In tirne practi-
cally the whole Second Advent church "had taken their stano for $hesabbath of the Bible. . . Thus was brought lnto being the first
Seventh-day Adventist Church.n' (01sen)

0f course you must understand that the term "Seventh Day
AdygntfFtll was not j-n use then and was not used" offieially untllmucn J_ater.

necessity o8 the influenee
men to the }ove of truth, it
with all our efforts to en-

the Sabbath, earnest prayer to

to the churcnes of this
day of l{ovember next
of fasting and praying,

arise and plead for his
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The truth of the tsible Sabbath was acce-Dted by ,nany SecondAdvent people in other parts. Joseph Bates-, a leld.er in tlr.e
+9Y91th lay Adventist denomination later, also once a follower of,{il}iam i'iiiler, trave_lec extensively r an told and visited otirer
Pc3!tered groups of I'ii11"r.j_tes and presenied the truth of the Bi-bleDaoDatn

The tern - Seventh Day Ad"ventist - was i.ot the officialntme until 1n the 1860's f believe. Sone wished for or voted. forthls n2me "Chureh of Gcd" - but 1t was turneci d.own Ay the fe"eirt'gpowers as no; being a disti.nctive enough nane. For tnat reason the
n2me Seventh-day Adventist$ -- they weie believers in the seeond.advent and in the 3:-b1e sabbath. This caused nuch bitterness I haveread. Some churches refused to change their name frora Church of goa-(which ll."t preferred) to Seventh-day Adventist, and such churchesformed their own alliance or conference. ?here'*u"" such cnurchesj-n liichigan.

rf you are making a study of sabbath-keeping churchesfrom an hj-stori-cal point oi view, it nould be much wiEer - it seemsto me -- to use as your source material that naterial which isaccepted by the individual denoni-natlons as authentic and as accurateas is possible at the tine.

I repeat again - it was the Second ACvent (i.1ilterites)
'sho accepted the Bible Sabbath afier the disappointnent of 1844.
Sone of them, as r understand it, took the narne church of Goc
and refused to come into the conference or union witir the Second
Ad.vent group who declared thai the nane of their derromination
should be - seventh-day Adventist Generar conference. (rSA"F)

I :.epeat -- I have seen in no original book
churches, nor in any early corresponc.ence - the tena
i-n connection witn their official npme. I have seen
Church of Christ.

r will- acd thai in the photocopies of pages froin thesouth Fork church you inay see the name {iex::.nder'- c[npbell usec.mt. 

-

Khi-s glexancier Ca-r.rpbel} was a minister ffi and. hadno connectlon whatever with the Alexancer campbell (rzaa_rgge)
who was the founder of the Disciples of Chrisi someiines cailedI'CampbeIl_it es .

Sincerely yours.
fu*9;,^sl'*e--(liiss)Evalois sd. John

Iri-brarian

of our earJ-y
Church of God
frequently --
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